News briefs... 


Farewell, retirees 


The Department will honor the 
almost 400 NJDOTers who retired 
between April 1 and September 1, 
1991, at four receptions scheduled 
from mid-August to mid-September 
in the Trenton Headquarters. Most of 
the retirees took advantage of the 
early retirement program. 


Save jobs, 
pledge furloughs 


In an effort to reduce the number of 
layoffs from budget shortfalls, Gover- 
‘nor Jim Florio has offered voluntary 
furlough (unpaid leaves) to all state 
employees through June 30, 1992. 
For more information, call NJDOT’s 
Furlough Hotline at 609-530-2934. 


NJ WORKS! 
meets July goal 


The Department continues to meet 
its goals in the third month of the fast 
track construction contract program. 
“We advertised 10 contracts in July,” 
said Commissioner Tom Downs. 
“Since May we’ ve advertised 53 of 
the 54 contracts we targeted.” 

The Commissioner said that he was 
confident the Department would 
award the 75 contracts it promised to 


deliver by November 1991. “It’s up _ 


to the construction industry to also 
fast track its part of the contract 
schedule. We all share Governor Jim 
Florio’s goal of putting New Jersey- 
ans to work to repair our infrastruc- 
ture.” 

Downs also praised the work of 
employees in the Department’s 
contract and procurement units. 
“Without dedicated NJDOT employ- 
ees, the contract schedule could not be 
expedited,” he said. 


College students 
Adopt-A-Highway 


Alpha Phi Omega, a William 
Paterson College fraternity, has joined 
the Depariment’s Adopt-A-Highway 
program. The students adopted a 
_section of Route 23 in Wayne. 
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hydraulic lifting of the bridge deck on Route 9 in Lacey Township, Ocean County. Heavy 
rain damaged the north bridge abutment forcing the closure of the bridge. 


NJDOT opens flood-damaged 
Route 9 bridge in ten days 


In just ten days, the Department re- 
opened a flood-damaged bridge on Route 
9 in Lacey Township, Ocean County . 
The twelve inches of rain that fell in four 
hours on July 13 caused the Middle 
Branch of the Forked River to crest 
almost eight feet above normal, washing 
away soil underneath the north bridge 
abutment and causing it to settle. 

“The repairs were designed by Depart- 
ment personnel who also supervised the 
work by contractors Hansen Inc. of 
Pleasantville and Dagnall Diving, Inc. of 
Bayville,” said Commissioner Downs. 
The contractors worked around the clock 
and completed the repairs at 3:20 p.m. 
July 23. 

Al Brenner, Senior Engineer Transpor- 
tation, Maintenance Engineering and 
Robert Flanegan, Principal Engineer, 
Bureau of Structural Evaluation, super- 
vised the emergency repairs with many 
other NJDOTers providing support. 

Flanegan, who is also a local resident 
was one of the first NJDOT officials to 
reach the bridge. “When I got here the 
road had already been closed by the local 
police. There was a four-foot hole in the 
north approach to the bridge and water 
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was still rushing under.” 

While there was no significant damage 
to the deck, the northern abutment had 
cracked and settled about 20 inches in the 
center, causing the bridge deck to sag 
about six inches. The washout also 
exposed an old abutment. 

According to bridge inspection reports, 
the original bridge was built in 1900. 
“When the bridge was rehabilitated in 
1925 they must have left the original 
abutment in place and built the new one 
around it. We were amazed that the 
original concrete abutment had the 
strength to support the weight of the 
deck,” said Brenner. 

Concerns about an extended closure, 
lack of an emergency evacuation route for 
the nuclear power plant two miles away 
and a 20-mile detour for motorists and 
commuters prompted Lacey officials to 
ask the National Guard to place tempo- 
rary bridges across the river. Permission 

(continued on page two) 


See “Repairing the 
bridge” on page two. 
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Repairing the bridge 
Repairing the bridge posed some 
unique problems for the Department 
engineers. “Our major concern was 
lifting the bridge deck. It is a reinforced 
concrete T-beam bridge,” said Flanegan, 
“we didn’t know if the deck had been 
damaged. Fortunately it wasn’t and we 
were able to start repairs right away.” 


Here's how they did it. 


1. Eight steel I-beams were placed 
across the span with end supports on the 
approaches. Two cross beams underneath 
the bridge were suspended from the eight 
beams on the top. Four 200-ton hydraulic 
jacks were set on top of the I-beams with 
12 threaded rods connecting the upper 
and lower I-beams. 


2. The jacks pushed against the I- 
beams, lifting the deck by the connecting 
rods. As the deck was raised, nuts were 
tightened to keep the deck from slipping 
out from under the jacks. 


3. Holes were cut in the deck to 
accommodate the eight steel piles and 
were then driven into the ground. A steel 
beam cap was placed on top and welded 
to the piles. The deck was then lowered 
onto the steel pile bent. 


4. Cement grout was pumped under the 
abutments to repair the undermining. 


5. The holes in the deck were filled in, 
the deck and approaches repaved and the 
bridge opened to traffic. 


Runoff from the storm washed away the 
footing underneath the north bridge 
abutment causing it to crack in half and 
settle. The old abutment can be seen 
through the crack. 


Flood damage 


(continued from page one) 

was given by local property owners to 
utilize their land. By 4:30 p.m. July 19, 
two 60-foot temporary bridges were 
opened to traffic. The Department plans 
to have a new structure out there in one 
year,” said Commissioner Tom Downs. 
“Construction will be staged without 
detours.” 


A welder attaches one of the four 200-ton hydraulic jacks that were used to lift the Route 9 


Ted 


bridge. Each jack was controlled individually for a uniform lift. Once the deck was raised 
to the exact height, the nuts on the rods were tightened to relieve pressure on the jacks. 


Route 47 project completed 
five weeks ahead of schedule 


Transportation Commissioner Tom 
Downs has high praise for those who 
completed the resurfacing of Route 47 
(Delsea Drive) in Maurice River Town- 
ship, Cumberland County, five weeks 
ahead of schedule. 

“Tt was an outstanding effort by the 
contractor, South State of Bridgeton and 
the Department’s Region 4 construction 
office, which supervised the project,” 
stated Downs. 

The $2.9-million, three-mile job 
resurfaced Route 47 from County Route 
670 to Route 55, eliminated a curve and 
improved signals at Route 670. 

The project was scheduled to be 
completed July 31 but actually opened on 
May 24 in time for Memorial Day traffic. 

“The riding surface had deteriorated 
and restriping was needed along this 
stretch of Route 47 due to the increased 
traffic from Route 55,” added Downs. 
“The 60-year old bridge over the Man- 
umuskin River was also strengthened by 
putting down a concrete instead of asphalt 
deck.” 

The resident engineer from Buchart- 
Horn, of York, PA, was Tom Reese, who 
retired from NJDOT in 1988 after 28 
years of service with the Department. 

“When I was working for the Depart- 
ment, I always tried to complete my 
construction projects a month or two 
ahead of schedule by anticipating 
problems that might arise,” said Reese. 
“Old habits are hard to break. 


“There also was good planning by the 
contractor on this project,” added Reese. 

It was the first time in 65 years the 
section of Route 47 from Route 55 to the 
Manumuskin River was paved. 

The average daily workforce on the 
project consisted of a 12-member crew. 
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NJDOT employees honored at special awards ceremony 


Commissioner Tom Downs honored 63 
NJDOTers at a special ceremony held 
July 19 at Headquarters. Employees 
received awards for actions that ranged 
from saving a child’s life to successfully 
training 1,700 people for their commer- 
cial driver’s license. 

The award categories were achieve- 
ment, meritorious service, commendation, 
suggestion and employee of the year. 

The following employees received 
certificates: 

Individual achievement awards. 
Zakrollah Asadpour, Gregory Lago, 


Highway Marker Frank Basek and Crew 
Supervisor Richard Little, Signs and Lines 
Crew 14S, Kinnelon, saved a child's life. 
They were stopped by a motorist on Route 
23 near Kiel Avenue in Kinnelon whose 
child was having a seizure. Basek, an 
emergency medical technician, kept the 


child’s air passage open until police arrived. 


By the time paramedic help was available, 
the child was conscious and coherent. 


Policy and Planning; William Beans, 
Daniel Colucci, James Darrar, Henry 
Miller, Chan G. Shin, Design and Right 
of Way; Fred Herndon, Stanley Petrow- 
ski, Vincent E. Spagnola, David P. 
Sereni, Construction & Maintenance. 
Team achievement awards. Charles 
Ashton, Dennis DeGregory, David Drach, 


Engagement 


Gina Casavillo, Senior Clerk Ste- 


nographer, Region III Maintenance, and 
Anthony Riccardelli were recently 
engaged. A September 1993 wedding 
is planned. 


Proud parents 


Shantha Rau, daughter of Gopal R. 
Rau, Senior Engineer, Planning, 
Transportation Systems Planning, 


The soon-to-be-complete Departmentwide training program, which began in July 1990, 


helped more than 1,700 employees obtain their Commercial Drivers Licenses (CDL). Only 
nine employees must retake the test. The Division of Motor Vehicles has identified the 
Department as the third largest CDL agency in the state behind PSE&G and Jersey 
Central Power & Light. Because of the success of the NJDOT training program as 
evidenced by the high passing rate, the private carriers and agencies throughout the tri- 
state area consult with NJDOT on their CDL programs. 


Janet Fittipaldi, David Mudge, Lauralee 
Rappleye-Marsett, Suzanne Sczepkowski, 
Thor Jaroslaw Sypko and David Zmoda, 
Cultural Resources Group, Policy and 
Planning; Walter Kirchner, John A. 
Mason, Wayne T. Nixon, William G. 
Runco, Timm Terrette, Route 15 (Section 
5C) Project Team, Construction & 
Maintenance; John L. Bello, Jaroslaw 
Hucul, Lawrence P. Goffredi, John 
Kennedy, Anthony J. Gould, Modestino J. 
Ferraro, Construction & Maintenance 
Training Team, Construction & Mainte- 
nance; Joseph Barna, Joseph Brigandi, 
Ginamarie Casavillo, Peter Celentano, 
Gaetano Ciallella, John Cooper, Barbara 
Dyett, Christopher Healy, Thomas 
Jennings, Richard Kraemer, Fred Kraft, 
Carol Licata, David A. Lortz, Charles L. 
Melillo, Joseph Palumbo, Albert N. 
Porphy, Kenneth J. Rives, Alfred Smith, 
Harry E. Stopp, Robert J. Sudol, Patricia 
Wilkinson, Thomas Wood and Joseph S. 


competed against 98 other contestants and 
won the 1991 Miss Teen of New Jersey 
contest on June 23. She will compete in 
the National Miss Teen of America 
Pageant in 1992. 


Veteran’s Fund 


Department employees donated 
$1,263.79 to the Vietnam Veteran’s 
Memorial Fund Drive. Helen Budd, the 
Department’s chairperson, said that given 
the time restrictions, the Department’s 
response was overwhelming. If someone 
still wishes to contribute to this cause, 
please send a personal check made out to 
“NJ Vietnam Veteran's Memorial Fund” 
to Lauren Lynch, 150 West State St., 
Trenton, NJ 08608 


Zdaniewicz, Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL) Training Team. 

Suggestion Awards. Louis J. Amico, 
Right of Way, Region III, Cherry Hill; 
John Patterson, Charles K. Koehler and 
Harry Berkley, Jr., Construction, Region 
III, Cherry Hill; Charlotte Collins, 
Human Resources, Trenton and 
Marjorie Mc Intyre, Procurement, 
Trenton. 

Other awards. Edwin Carle, Region I 
Maintenance, Clinton; Community 
Service; Frank Basek, Richard Little, 
Albert Fischbach, Paul Marino, Jack 
Terry, Lynn Washington and Paul S. 
Wisniewski, all from Construction & 
Maintenance, Commendation. 

Departmental Employees of the 
Year. John Chiesa, John J. Dill, Wade 
Ely, Nancy J. Gephart, Martin Lawrence, 
Fred M. Herndon, Stacy Matthews, 
Michael Moran and Lauralee Rappleye- 
Marsett. 
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Mary S. Circolo, Admin. Asst. 2, 
ROW, 45 yrs.; Frank Andreoli, Eng. Tech. 2, 
Reg. Des. Eng., 45 yrs.; Mary I. Turano, Sec. 
Asst. 2, Budgeting, 44 yrs.; Vincent 
DeMarco, Pr. Eng. Trans., C&M, 44 yrs.; 
Raymond G. Keeley, Truck Driver, C&M, 44 
yrs.; Robert M. Jaroni, Supv. Cen. Ware. 
Op., Supp. Svcs., 43 yrs.; Stephen Maida, 
Auditor 2, Acct. & Aud., 43 yrs.; Carl 
Breccia, Pr. Eng. Trans., C&M, 42 yrs.; 


Joseph DiMemmo Jr., Sr. Eng. 
Trans., C&M, 42 yrs.; Elwood Ellis, Reg. 
Elec. Supv., C&M, 42 yrs.; Richard H. 
Hobson, Sr. Eng. Trans.; C&M, 42 yrs.; 
George Smith, Hvy. Equip. Oper., C&M, 41 
yrs.; John J. Quinn, Proj. Eng. Research, Res. 
& Dem., 41 yrs.; Donald J. Groffie, Proj. 
Eng. Surface Des., Design/ROW, 41 yrs.; 
Vincent J. Maida, Chief, Bur. of Cost Acct., 
Acct. & Aud., 40 yrs.; Charles J. Pihokken, 
Elec. Mech. 1, C&M, 40 yrs.; 


Richard L. Uth, Proj. Spec., C&M, 
40 yrs.; Joseph Maida, Tech. Mgt. Info Sys., 
Acct. & Aud., 39 yrs.; John Veenstra, Crew 
Supv. Hwy. Const.; C&M, 30 yrs.; Andrew 
C. Kraemer, Reg. Maint. Supv. Trans., C&M, 
39 yrs.; Roseann Byrne, Sec. Asst. 1, 
Planning, 38 yrs.; William M. Whalen, Crew 
Supv. Hwy. Maint., C&M, 38 yrs.; Marshall 
Cradock, Pr. Eng. Trans., Design/ROW, 38 
yrs.; Norman V. Sterling, C&M Tech. 3, 
C&M, 38 yrs.; 


Edmund F. Skwara, Pr. Eng. 
Trans., Reg. Des. Eng., 37 yrs.; Charles A. 
Britton, Pr. Eng. Trans., Design/ROW, 37 
yrs.; John T. Bruccoleri, Sr. Eng. Mat., 
C&M, 37 yrs.; David A. Quaid, Pr. Eng. 
Trans., C&M, 37 yrs.; John W. Gahwyler, 
Proj. Eng. Const., C&M, 37 yrs.; Adrian C. 
Lincoln, Mgr. Bur. of Acquis., ROW, 36 yrs.; 
Katherine A. Bonish, Pr. Clk. Typist, Acct. & 


Aud., 36 yrs.; Gerald R. Adams, Supv. 
Equip, Inspector, C&M, 35 yrs.; Lawrence 
Goffredi, Area Supv. Hwy. Maint., C&M, 35 
yrs.; Arthur Longo, Pr. Env. Tech., C&M, 35 
yts.; Vito Rubino, Asst. Crew Supv. Hwy. 
Drill. Op., Design/ROW, 34 yrs.; 


Carl A. Hoehler, Crew Supv. Land. 

Hwy. Maint., C&M, 34 yrs.; Louis T. Giresi, 
Crew Supv. Hwy. Maint., C&M, 34 yrs.; 
Donald Clark, Reg. Elec. Supv., C&M, 33 
ee Lawrence M. Berger, Eng. Spec. Trans., 

sign/ROW, 33 yrs.; Robert 5 . Vetrano, 
Equip. Oper., C&M, 33 yrs.; John F. Bolan, 
Sr. Eng. Materials, C&M, 33 yrs.; 


Wilma M. Cimino, Admin. Asst. 2, 
Design/ROW; 32 yrs.; Joan A. Matlack, Sec. 
Asst. 1, C&M, 32 yrs.; Edward C. Flynn, 
Area Supv. Hwy. Maint., C&M, 32 yrs.; 
Stanley L. Kelson, Sr. Eng. Trans., C&M, 32 
yrs.; Joseph Izzo Jr., Crew Supv. Hwy. 
Maint., C&M, 32 yrs.; Walter P. Camp, 
Crew Supv. Hwy. Maint., C&M, 32 yrs.; 
Vivian Higgins, Pr. Clk. Typist, Design/ 
ROW, 32 yrs.; Wolfried Blumfeld, Sr. Eng. 
Trans., C&M, 31 yrs.; 


Claude Marts, Invest. Motor 
Carrier, Trans. Asst., 31 yrs.; Richard 
Philhower, Auto Mech., C&M, 31 yrs.; 
Eulene Critti, Sec. Asst. 2, Trans. Asst., 31 
yrs.; George R. Gramlich, C&M Tech. 1, 
C&M, 31 yrs.; Edward Sikorski, Supv. Eng., 
C&M, 31 yrs.; John F. Danley, Asst. Reg. 
Elec. Supv., C&M, 31 yrs.; Michael M. Mele 
Jr., Asst. Reg. Supv. Elec., C&M, 30 yrs.; 
Ronaid G. Martino, C&M Tech. 2, C&M, 30 
yrs.; Michael F. Garvey, Asst. Supv. Land. 
Maint., C&M, 30 yrs.; James E. Wallace, 
Auto. Mech., C&M, 30 yrs.; 


Stanley ¥’’. Fysz, Crew Supv. Elec. 
Oper., C&M, 30 yrs.; Robert J. Carr, C&M 


Tech. 3, Design/ROW, 29 yrs.; John A. 
Foley, Motor Carrier Inv., Trans. Asst., 29 
yrs.; John G. Hickey, Eng. Tech. 4, Design/ 
ROW, 29 yrs.; Ernest Nolan, Dir. Reg. 2 
Const., C&M, 29 yrs.; Barbara Kirby, Sr. 
Clk. Typist, C&M, 28 yrs.; Philip Randolph, 
Crew Supv. Hwy. Maint., C&M, 28 yrs.; 


Anthony D. Manfredi, Crew Supv. 
Elec. Oper., C&M, 28 yrs.; Gloria I. Steckel, 
Pr. Audit Acct. Clk, Procure., 27 yrs.; Igor 
Jurezynski, Eng. Spec. Trans., Desi OW, 
27 yrs.; Cynthia Carter, Sec. Asst. 2, Design/ 
ROW, 26 yrs.; Joseph A. Tanzini, C&M 
Tech. 2, C&M, 26 yrs.; Joseph A. 
McDonnell, Sr. ROW Neg., ROW, 26 yrs.; 
James R. Freuler, C&M Tech. 2, C&M, 25 
yrts.; Peter Melocco, Pr. ROW Neg., ROW, 25 
yrs.; Seth S. Barton, Supv. Eng. Local Aid, 
Traffic Eng., 25 yrs.; Michael S. Varga, Head 
Draft. Tech. Br. Des., Desigh/ROW, 25 yrs.; 


Daniel J. Murphy, Pr. ROW Neg., 
ROW, 25 yrs.; Martin S. Barrett, C&M 
Tech. 1, Design/ROW, 24 yrs.; Maynard 
Blalock, Asst. Crew Supv. Hwy. Maint., 
C&M, 24 yrs.; Frank E. Kopec, C&M Tech. 
1, C&M, 24 yrs.; John W. Charpentier, 
C&M Tech. 2, C&M, 24 yrs.; Robert T. 
Painter, Const. Repairer 1, C&M, 23 yrs.; 
Arthur Rodrigues, Truck Driver, C&M, 23 
yrs.; Stephen M. Sametz, Const. Repairer 1, 
C&M, 23 yrs.; Helen C. Shopp, Eng. Tech. 3, 
Design/ROW, 23 yrs.; 


Jack Terry, Truck Driver, C&M, 22 
yrs.; Rudolph S. Gross, Auto Mech., C&M, 
22 yrs.; Julia Anderson, Pr. Acc. Record 
Rev., Trans. Plan., 22 yrs.; Ruth M. Newton, 
Sr. Bldg. Maint. Work., Supp. Svc., 21 yrs.; 
Lucille Hoffman, Admin. Asst. 1, Design/ 
ROW, 21 yrs., Domenic N. Pallante, Auto 
Mech., C&M, 21 yrs.; David Thompson, 
Crew Supv. Elec. Oper., C&M, 20 yrs. 
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